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Information campaign on what not to flush 

Submitted by: 
Denmark  
Contact: Lone Søderberg, Ministry of Environment and Food, lomu@mfvm.dk  

Description of measure 
Measures to prevent flushing of wet wipes, cotton buds, sanitary products, contact lenses and other 
plastic items in the toilet.  

Activity:  
Waste waters (urban, industrial, and industrial animal farms) 
Urban uses (land use) 

Pressure: 
Input of litter (solid waste matter, including micro-sized litter) 

State: 
Litter 

Extent of impact: 
Baltic wide scale.  

Effectiveness of measure 
The effectiveness of information campaigns is very difficult to predict. It depends on the resources used 
and the way it is presented – and possible follow-up.  
 
For the proposed information campaign(s), the message is clear and fairly simple, so the effectiveness 
should be in the high end. The message is that you should not flush artificial items besides toilet paper in 
the toilet. That can be stated in a variety of ways, but it is up to local circumstances to decide which way 
to use.  

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
See also above.  
It can be an effective way of achieving the goal (of no littering of anything in the toilet), but on the other 
hand it can also be quite expensive for the authorities.  

Feasibility: 
It is an easy measure to use and can be targeted at the groups you want to.  
 
Inclusion of organisations (e.g. NGOs, consumer organisations etc.) could be a successful way of reaching 
the targets and reduce the costs. 
 
Other items such as hair can also create problems in the waste water systems. These can be included in 
the campaigns if it is seen appropriate and feasible in order to get an added value.  

Follow-up of measure: 
Beach litter indicator 

Background material: 
[Free text: Clarify choice of background material for the synopses, e.g. does it represent a comprehensive 
overview of results with regard to the measure or a sub-selection] 

References 
Plastic without waste – The Danish government’s plastics action plan. 
https://en.mfvm.dk/fileadmin/user_upload/ENGLISH_FVM.DK/Regeringens_plastikhandlingsplan_UK.pdf  
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